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What did you learn in school today, 

Dear little boy of mine? 

What did you learn in school today, 

Dear little boy of mine? 

I learned that policemen are my friends, 

I learned that justice never ends, 

I learned that murderers die for their crimes. 
Even if we make a mistake sometimes, 

And that's what I learned in school today, 
That’s what I learned in school 


What did you learn in school today, 

Dear little boy of mine? 

What did you learn in school today. 

Dear little boy of mine? 

I learned that war is not so bad, 

I learned about the great ones we have had. 
We fought in Germany and in France, 

And someday I might get my chance, 

And that’s what I learned in school today, 
That’s what I learned in school. 


What did you learn in school today. 
Dear little boy of mine? 

What did you learn in school today. 
Dear little boy of mine? 
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What did you learn in school today. 

Dear little boy of mine? 

What did you learn in school today, 

Dear little boy of mine? 

I learned that policemen are my friends, 

I learned that justice never ends, 

I learned that murderers die for their crimes. 

Even if we make a mistake sometimes, 

And that's what I learned in school today, 

That’s what I learned in school 

What did you learn in school today, 

Dear little boy of mine? 

What did you learn in school today, 

Dear little boy of mine? 

I learned that war is not so bad, 

I learned about the great ones we have had. 
We fought in Germany and in France, 

And someday I might get my chance, 

And that’s what I learned in school today, 
That’s what I learned in school. 


What did you learn in school today, 

Dear little boy of mine? 

What did you learn in school today. 

Dear little boy of mine? 

I learned our government must be strong, 
It’s always right and never wrong, 

Our leaders are the finest men, 

And we elect them again and again. 

And that’s what I learned in school today. 
That’s what I learned in school. 


MEETS GOUSHA 



We attended the taping of a T press confer¬ 
ence T held at Channel 6 by Dr. Richard 
Gousha, superintendent of Milwaukee Public 
Schools and Ron San Felippo, President of 


pal) substitue teaching 9-6 times a year, San 
Felippo said that discussions of school issues 
might come up, but that they would teach 
regular classes and that he hoped the people 


thought the meaning of grade point averages 
are. He said that he didn't think they had 
any meaning as employers and colleges pay 
little attention to it now. When asked if 
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THE RED PENCIL MEETS 60USHA 



We attended the taping of a T press confer¬ 
ence ’ held at Channel 6 by Dr. Richard 
Gousha, superintendent of Milwaukee Public 
Schools and Ron San Felippo, President of 
the School Board. It was called the New 
Reporters as the questioners were all editors 
of the straight H. S. newspapers. We would 
have been on the air had we not found out a- 
bout it until the night before. But we were pre¬ 
pared with questions anyway,, and gave them 
to Carol Prinz, of the Madison Messenger . 

Due to some long -winded questions by Joe 
Gorski, editor of the Tradesman of "Boys’” 

Tech H. S., a s he called it; our questions 
were not asked on the air. 

Among the topics discussed were: ’individ¬ 
ualization’ and freedom in classes, standard¬ 
ized tests and learning, voting students mem¬ 
bers of the school board, and administrators 
substitute teaching. 

We were impressed when both San Felippo 
and Gousha said that there was a distinct re¬ 
lationship between test scores and the 
socio-economic level of the student, and said 
this should be changed. 

They seemed to all be happy with the trend 
towards individualized education (the ultimate 
being that a computer would be your teacher), 
although there were some terrific platitudes 
bandied about such as, ’’We’re not trying to 
put people in little molds, ” by the dear Dr. 
and when asked about whose interest the 
school system was serving, San Felippo re¬ 
plied, ’’We’re just trying to allow students to 
lead a happy satisfied life. ” 

When asked about his proposal to have admin¬ 
istrators (from Gousha to your friendly princi¬ 


pal) substitue teaching 9-6 times a year, San 
Felippo said that discussions of school issues 
might come up, but that they would teach 
regular classes and that he hoped the people 
would be treated like any other substitute. 

San Felippo was asked that, if he was so 
concerned with student input, why weren’t 
there voting student School Board members ? 

He passed the buck to the state, saying he 
thinks the whole community should decide on 
School Board members, but that he would 
suggest it to the School Board if the state al¬ 
lowed non 18 year olds to vote on the School 
Board. 

Following the show, we interviewed Gousha 
We asked him about grades, grade point aver¬ 
ages (GPA), and the right of students to to 
have advance notice of all school rules. He 
told us about their Committee on Student 
Rights and Responsibilities, when asked about 
advance notice. Unfortunately, in their pre¬ 
liminary report, they had no mention of the 
right of advance notice to all school rules 
(what this means is that teachers/administra¬ 
tors can not legally make up rules any time 
they feel like it. The rules have to be given to 
the students before they are enacted to be le¬ 
gal). However, he assured us that he would 
like to see that right guaranteed, after we 
showed him a court case which supported the 
right of advance notice. 

* His comments on grades are something 
which need to be aired. He said that the idea 
of a student/teacher evaluation is one that, 
’needs to be discussed, ’ But the most reveal¬ 
ing comments were ones he made about grade 
point averages. We asked him what he 


thought the meaning of grade point averages 
are. He said that he didn’t think they had 
any meaning as employers and colleges pay 

little attention to it now. When asked if 
they were meaningless, he said no ! 

All in all, it was a very interesting ex¬ 
perience and we have just one more thing to 
say; the Dr. told us that if we ever had any 
problems with administrators that we should 
write him a line, and he’ll take care of it. 
So, send those stories to Dr. Gousha, 5225 
N. Vliet St. 















LETTERS TO THE 


Dear Amigos, 

In your last issue, in the Letters 
to the editor section, there were a couple 
of requests for Chiquita: A Students Book. 
Could you please tell me what this book 
is about? (I missed all previous issues 
of The Hed Pencil). 

Also, could you tell me how much 
it costs to keep this paper going? 

thanx 

Piri J. Thomas 

ps. I ! ve also enclosed $4.00 for a sub¬ 
scription, please send it to my panm. 
pps. keep up the good work. We need 
more people like the Red Pencil staff! 


Dear Piri, 

Chiquita: A Students 1 Book was written by 
WYDE members. Its about 200 pages long and 
contains, T handy hints and hijinx for high school 
organizers. T It also contains throughout 
little quotations from famous people who turned 
out to be a lot more radical than your history 
book says they are. Generally a students 1 
view of the school system and how to change it. 
Cost: $1.25 for students, $2.50 for non-stu¬ 
dents. 

The paper costs about $175 an issue to keep 
it going. All of the money goes to the printer 
and to supplies, no one on the staff is paid. 
Right now we have a grant that keeps us going 
but after that runs out, about June, we 1 re 
really going to b6 scrounging for money, so any 
you can send is appreciated!! 


EDITOR 

Also, in some cases a student has his 
or her own self to blame for poor grades. 

Some kids goof off and don’t work, and then 
expect good grades. Why should they? 

They didn’t earn good grades. 

In some cases a student doesn’t have 
the ability to do the work or understand it. 
Teachers are trained to recognize a n lost M 
student, and teachers (some of them) often 
take into consideration such a problem when 
giving the student a grade. So much for 
jealousy and competition. 

WYDE and the Red Pencil has good 
points in the Red Pencil that students agree 
with. But without going into further detail 
we’d like to say that much of the "Grades" 
article was unfair, unpure, bull-! 

23 indignant Hamilton¬ 
ians and other assort¬ 
ed students 

Dear Hamiltonians, 

We are glad to print your views but feel that 
we would like to reply. 

Your first argument is that grades are needed 
as reference for future employers. Firstly, 
the main points in getting a job are not your high 
school grades. In the case of a secretary, you 
are tested by the employer on your skills (how 
fast you type etc.) usually. In general, exper¬ 
ience and post high school training are what 
count. 

Also , we T d like to ask is the purpose of 
education to provide employers with references 
or is it to give you an education? We feel that 
grades should exist only if they further educa- 



Now is that because Hamiton H.S. students study 
more than Lincoln H.S. students, or is it because 
they are white ? We think not. We think it is be¬ 
cause tests are biased towrds the knowledge and 
experiences of white students. Or as a judge 
in Washington D. C. said, "Because the tests are 
standardized primarily on and to white middle- 
class students, they produce inaccurate and mis¬ 
leading test scores when given to lower class 
and Negro students. " 

We would like to thank you for writing to us and 
airing your feelings. We hope we have made 
ourselves clearer to you. 


Greetings from Dayton, Ohio 

I have learned about your organiza¬ 
tion and Newsletter through various sources, 
and I am keenly interested in the work 
you are doing. At the present time the 
Youth Service Bureau is developing an ac¬ 
tive interest in the area of student rights 
and youth advocacy. We are interested in 
learning how other people are organizing 
and what they are doing. Our goal is to 
establish a new Students’'Rights Center 
and possibly even have an Ohio Youth 
for Democratic Education. 

I would like to get a subscription 
to your newsletter and as much info on 
your organization that you can send us. 

thanks, 

Sincerely, 

George F. Sakash 
Community Ser vice 













scription, please send ll to my panfn, 
pps. keep up the good work. We need 
more people like the Red Pencil staff! 


Dear Piri, 

Chiquita: A Students 1 Book was written by 
WYDE members. Its about 200 pages long and 
contains, ’handy hints and hijinx for high school 
organizers. T It also contains throughout 
little quotations from famous people who turned 
out to be a lot more radical than your history 
book says they are. Generally a students T 
view of the school system and how to change it. 
Cost: $1.25 for students, $2.50 for non-stu¬ 
dents. 

The paper costs about $175 an issue to keep 
it going. All of the money goes to the printer 
and to supplies, no one on the staff is paid. 
Right now we have a grant that keeps us going 
but after that runs out, about June, we T re 
really going to be scrounging for money, so any 
you can send is appreciated! ! 


Red Pencil, 

We and many other students strongly 
disagree with the article "Grades" in your 
last issue. The article really generalizes 
in saying all ("we") students agree with the 
author’s view of grading situations. Another 
generalization: to say "teachers and prin¬ 
cipals usually pass off our dislike (of tests) 
as ’laziness 1 " is not true. All educators 
aren’t that way. 

Many students need an A-F, 1-100 gra¬ 
ding system. For example: A pass-fail or 
self-evaluation system won’t tell an employ¬ 
er wanting to hire a secretary if an appli¬ 
cant just out of high school can type well, 
when he or she looks at the applicant’s ty¬ 
ping grade and sees a P or F. We simply 
wouldn’t get by for long if we gave colleges 
and employers a paper with a P or F on 
it, they want to know if we deserve a job 
or education. 


WYDE and the Red pencilnas good oi 

points in the Red Pencil that students agree 
with. But without going into further detail 
we’d like to say that much of the "Grades" 
article was unfair, unpure, bull-! 

23 indignant Hamilton¬ 
ians and other assort¬ 
ed students 

Dear Hamiltonians, 

We are glad to print your views but feel that 
we would like to reply. 

Your first argument is that grades are needed 
as reference for future employers. Firstly, 
the main points in getting a job are not your high 
school grades. In the case of a secretary, you 
are tested by the employer on your skills (how 
fast you type etc.) usually. In general, exper¬ 
ience and post high school training are what 
count. 

Also , we'd like to ask is the purpose of 
education to provide employers with references 
or is it to give you an education? We feel that 
grades should exist only if they further educa¬ 
tion, not because they are convenient for 
employers. 

Secondly, you say that grades are needed 
because students won't study without the 
threat of grades over them. We feel that this 
is unfortunately true in some cases. But we 
do not feel that people naturally do not like to 
learn. Young children always have a miilion 
questions and are avidly interested in learning. 
We feel that it is the school svstem itself which 
destroy the will to learn. The question is how 
do you break this cycle ? We feel that eliminating 
threats of grades is one way to start to make 
schools more humane places to be. 

Lastly, we do not feel that grades and tests 

are an accurate guage of learning and we feel 
they promote competition over cooperation. Some 
test scores should back us up: At Lincoln H.S. 
(81% black, students) only 1% of the students 
test above average in their reading scores. At 
Hamilton H.S. (96% white students) 15% of the 
students test above average in reading scores. 


rselves clearer to you. 


Greetings from Dayton, Ohio 

I have learned about your organiza¬ 
tion and Newsletter through various sources, 
and I am keenly interested in the work 
you are doing. At the present time the 
Youth Service Bureau is developing an ac¬ 
tive interest in the area of student rights 
and youth advocacy. We are interested in 
learning how other people are organizing 
and what they are doing. Our goal is to 
establish a new Students’'Rights Center 
and possibly even have an Ohio Youth 
for Democratic Education. 

I would like to get a subscription 
to your newsletter and as much info on 
your organization that you can send us. 

thanks, 

Sincerely, 

George F. Sakash 
Community Ser vice 
Worker 

northwest youth service 
bureau 












author's view oi grading situations. Another 
generalizations to say "teachers and prin¬ 
cipals usually pass off our dislike (of tests) 
as f laziness f " is not true. All educators 
aren’t that way. 

Many students need an A-F, 1-100 gra¬ 
ding system. For examples A pass-fail or 
self-evaluation system won’t tell an employ¬ 
er wanting to hire a secretary if an appli¬ 
cant just out of high school can type well, 
when he or she looks at the applicant’s ty¬ 
ping grade and sees a P or F. We simply 
wouldn’t get by for long if we gave colleges 
and employers a paper with a P or F on 
it, they want to know if we deserve a job 
or education. 


do not ieei mat people naturally do not hkg to 
learn. Young children always have a million 
questions and are avidly interested in learning. 
We feel that it is the school svstem itself which 
destroy the will to learn. The question is how 
do you break this cycle ? We feel that eliminating 
threats of grades is one way to start to make 
schools more humane places to be. 

Lastly, we do not feel that grades and tests 
are an accurate guage of learning and we feel 
they promote competition over cooperation. Some 
test scores should back us up: At Lincoln H. S. 
(81% black, students) only 1% of the students 
test above average in their reading scores. At 
Hamilton H.S. (96% white students) 15% of the 
students test above average in reading scores. 



What is the RED PENCIL? 


The Red Pencil is a high school newspaper published 
by Wisconsin Youth for Democratic Education (WYDE;) . The 
paper is writtentyped, and distributed by high school 
people and their friends. We are intersrested in getting 
the paper out to as many schools as possible, so if you 
think you would like to pass out the paper (from 5 copies 
to 500) give us a call. We are also very interested in 
getting news stories, comments, and.articles from high 
school students, so if you have a story to tell about 
your school or think yoil would like to write for the paper 
let us know. 

WYDE is a state-wide high school organization, with 
chapters 5ri different cities around the state. In Milwau¬ 
kee we are publishing this newspaper, doing legal rights 
couseling, aid are interested in doing research on the 
power of the school board and its structure. 

WYDE also is Interested in seeing local chapters 
formed at various high schools in Milwaukee. We be¬ 
lieve that in a society which constantly proclaims it¬ 
self a democracy, that the schools should be democra¬ 
tically run too. We are dissatsfied not only with the 
laws of the individual school boards that students are 
governed by but by the quality of education these sys¬ 
tems foster . We believe that until students are given 
control over their own education the qualify of this 
education mil always be dubious. 


Therefore, we encourage students to form organizations 
in their schools to fight for more democracy within their 
school. WYDE does not lay down what the issues are, but 
each school must decide themselves. Marbe it is a fight 
for open campus, maybe a fight for due process in suspen¬ 
sion. Maybe you are just interested in hearing after 
school speakers with a different viewpoint on subjects 
than the schools' Whatever your ideas we sure willing,to 
help. 

If you are interested in working on the paper, or are 
interested in WYDE please, give us a call at 562-3300 
(especially between 3:30 and 5 : 30 ) or write to us at 
P.0. Box 2225, 53212. Thanks! 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!! 

The Red Pencil is supported solely by donations. 

If we don't get more $$$$ this issue may be the last. 

You can. help by subscribing to the Red Pencil for one 
year for only $3.00 (or more if you can afford it). 

Name ___ 

Address ___ zip 

(send to TOP, PO Box 2225, Milwaukee, Wise. 53212 




















wydeisl year FRIENDSHIP FIRST! 


WYDE or Wisconsin Youth for Democratic 
Education, are the people who bring you this 
paper. We are part of a statewide organization 
and our goal is to establish chapters in every 
high school, which are fighting for more 
democratic education. 

WYDE was formed last February at a confer¬ 
ence of the Wisconsin Student Union. WSU 
dissolved so that a broader based organization 
with roots in individual schools, could be 
formed. According to FPS, a high school 
news service, WSU was the largest and most 
active student union in the United States. 

The Wisconsin Student Union was formed in 
the winter of 1972 at a conference in Appleton, 
with high school people from around the state 
present. Chapters were formed on a city-wide 
level instead of on a school level. 

So far, WYDE has helped introduce a student 
Bill of Rights into the state legislature, printed 
a students 1 legal rights handbook (called 
Chiquita ) and formed chapters in schools in 
Appleton, Madison, Green Bay, Chippawaw 
Falls,and Milwaukee. 

In Milwaukee, we have held a students 1 
convention (at the time of teachers* convention^ 
put out this newspaper five times, held two 
legal rights workshops, established one chapter 
and are working on others, and are in the 
process of forming a legal rights phone line. 

If you are interested in forming or joining 
a WYDE chapter, contact TRP for more 
information. 



( This article is the second in a series of 
articles about schools in china. It is 
written by a WYDE member who visited 
China in March of 1973.) 

During the late 1960*s students in China 
were very active in changing their education¬ 
al system from a competitive system to a 
cooperative system. During this period, 
known as the Cultural Revolution, students 
staged massive protests against ’’surprise 
attacks” by teachers (surprise tests), the 
attitude held by some teachers that children 
from peasant backgrounds were not as 
worthy as students whose parents were well 
educated. 

It took a major struggle which closed 
down the unversities for over a year, and 
many Middle Schools (High Schools) as well. 
But the result is an entirely restructured 
educational system which Chinese youth 
created themselves. For this reason we 
were very anxious to talk with Chinese stu¬ 
dents about their schools. 



STUDENTS CHANGE REASONS FOR GRADES 

In the past, grades in China were very 
similar to grades in the U. S. Competition 
was stressed, and they were used as a basis 
for whether or not you went on to college or 
technical training. Chinese students 
actively protested against this because they 
felt that cooperation rather than competition 
should be stressed, also they felt that a 
traditional grading system was geared in 
favor of students whose parents were well 
read and wno were able to give their students 
extra scholastic help. And so it was true. 


the student, teacher, and classroom as a whole 
decide on the grade together. 

ENCOURAGING COOPERATION 

We visited one primary school and one 
day care center in China. One of our big 
questions was how do the teachers instill 
a cooperative, rather than competitive, 
spirit in their students. Both students and 
teachers gave us several examples. 

A primary school teacher explained to us 
that students in China are often arranged in 
after school study groups to help each other 








So far, WYDE has helped introduce a student 
Bill of Rights into the state legislature, printed 
a students 1 legal rights handbook (called 
Chiquita ) and formed chapters in schools in 
Appleton, Madison, Green Bay, Chippawaw 
Falls ,and Milwaukee, 

In Milwaukee, we have held a students’ 
convention (at the time of teachers’ convention^ 
put out this newspaper five times, held two 
legal rights workshops, established one chapter 
and are working on others, and are in the 
process of forming a legal rights phone line. 

If you are interested in forming or joining 
a WYDE chapter, contact TRP for more 
information. 



movie review 


HI GH SCHOOL, by Fredrick Wiseman 


High School was shown at UWM, Thursday, 
February 7, as part of the Wisconsin 


many Middle Schools (High Schools) as well. 
But the result is an entirely restructured 
educational system which Chinese youth 
created themselves. For this reason we 
were very anxious to talk with Chinese stu¬ 
dents about their schools. 

STUDENTS CHANGE REASONS FOR GRADES 

In the past, grades in China were very 
similar to grades in the U. S. Competition 
was stressed, and they were used as a basis 
for whether or not you went on to college or 
technical training. Chinese students 
actively protested against this because they 
felt that cooperation rather than competition 
should be stressed, also they felt that a 
traditional grading system was geared in 
favor of students whose parents were well 
read and wno were able to give their students 
extra scholastic help. And so it was true. 

In 1965, due to the entrance exam system, 
only 20% of the students in unversities were 
from peasant backgrounds, although 80% of 
China’s people are peasants. The majority 
of unversity students , at that time , came 
from backgrounds ofwealth 0 r their.parents 
were intellectuals. 

When we arrived at Tshing^ua University, 
outside o f Peking, we met with students 
who were very active in the rebellion of 
the 60 T s. They told us that admittance to 
the universities in China are no longer ac¬ 
cording to entrance exams, but rather on 
the basis of what your fellow workers think 
of you. They said criterion included whether 
the person was sincere about study, whether 
they were looking out for the good of the 
•people as a whole, or personal gain etc. 

The result? Now 80% of the university stu¬ 
dents come from working or peasant back¬ 
grounds. 

However, students in China still have 
grades. We found this very confusing until 
we began to ask what the purpose of these 
grades were. "The purpose of tests is to 
find our shortcomings and improve our 
work. Through tests we can find who studies 
the best and ask t\m.t person hat their me¬ 
thod is, "a thirteen year old Shanghai student 
infnrmnrl us. An Knorlish sneaking student I 



the student, teacher, and classroom as a whole 
decide on the grade together. 

ENCOURAGING COOPERATION 

We visited one primary school and one 
day care center in China. One of our big 
questions was how do the teachers instill 
a cooperative, rather than competitive, 
spirit in their students. Both students and 
teachers gave us several examples. 

A primary school teacher explained to us 
that students in China are often arranged in 
after school study groups to help each other 
with their homework. In these groups, fast 
and slow learners are mixed, so that they 
will learn to help each other instead of c 
compete. 

A sixth grade stirient chimed in, " When 
we went to the countryside we noticed that 
one of the slower learners was most helpful 
to the peasants. We publicized these good 
points on the blackboard. When we did this 
it encouraged the slow student to work 
harder and helped him to see that he is not 
only a slow student but advanced in some 
areas 

In a sunny Canton day care center we re¬ 
ceived our best lesson about cooperation 
in Chinese schools. The teachers explained 
to us that in the early years team effort- 
type sports were encouraged over individual 
effort sports, so that the children learn to 
work for their group rather than fur their 
own personal glory. This is why relay races 
and tug -of-war games are so prominent in 
day care centers, she said. And so we 
wandered outside to watch the children 

in one of these mighty tug-of-wars. After 
about five minutes of grunting and pulling one 
side won. Suddenly all of the children started 
yelling something in unison. We asked the guides 
what they were saying. He said that it was a 











movie review 


HIGH SCHOO L_ by Fredrick Wiseman 

High School was shown at UWM, Thursday, 
February 7, as part of the Wisconsin 
Alliance f s Free World Film Series. 

Fredrick Wiseman is a lawyer turned film¬ 
maker who wanted to do a documentary on a 
large urban high school for his series of films 
on institutions. He wanted to do a f goohigh 
school. 

In 1968, he went to the Board of Education in 
Philadelphia and was given a choice of schools. 
He chose Northeast High where he spent 5 
weeks and shot over 40 hours of film. 

The resulting documentary shows the 
realities of the public high school: the classes 
and teachers, the hallways and gym. Wiseman 
catches it all. He emphasizes boredom. The 
clock, and counting the seconds until the bell. 
Another theme is conformity. In the movie, a 
teacher says that: "It f s nice to be individualism 
tic but this isn*t the place. " 

The movie, "High School" is depressing, 
funny, at times boring, but most of all 
its scary. The high school I go to isn f t as bad 
as Northeast (hardly), but my junior high was. 
Through "High School" I relived all the night¬ 
mares that I had experienced there. 


When we arrived at Tshing^ua University, 
outside o f Peking, we met with students 
who were very active in the rebellion of 
the 60 T s. They told us that admittance to 
the universities in China are no longer ac¬ 
cording to entrance exams, but rather on 
the basis of what your fellow workers think 
of you. They said criterion included whether 
the person was sincere about study, whether 
they were looking out for the good of the 
•people as a whole, or personal gain etc. 

The result? Now 80% of the university stu¬ 
dents come from working or peasant back¬ 
grounds. 

However, students in China still have 
grades. We found this very confusing until 
we began to ask what the purpose of these 
grades were. "The purpose of tests is to 
find our shortcomings and improve our 
work. Through tests we can find who studies 
the best and ask tb*t person ’hat their me¬ 
thod is, "a thirteen year old Shanghai student 
informed us. An English speaking student I 
met in a gift shop told me, "The purpose of 
tests is to review and check our work, and 
to find our strong and weak points, and to 
stimulate ourselves to learn better. " 

We found that testing varies from school 
to school in China. At Tsinghua University, 
students told us that all tests are open book 
and you can consult other students about 
problems. Furthermore, they said that in 
some cases students and teachers decide 
test questions together. 

In other schools we found that the testing 
method was much more traditional, with 

closed book and no consultation methods used. 

In Middle Schools students receive semester 
grades, but these are not A-F affairs. Rather, 
they are written evaluations of the students 1 
progress, and strong and weak points, In all 
of the schools we visited or heard about, we 
found that teachers always consult students 
about these 'grades'. Sometimes it is merely a 
student/teacher conference, other times, 
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to the peasants. We publicized these good 
points on the blackboard. When we did this 
it encouraged the slow student to work 
harder and helped him to see that he is not 
only a slow student but advanced in some 
areas 

In a sunny Canton day care center we re¬ 
ceived our best lesson about cooperation 
in Chinese schools. The teachers explained 
to us that in the early years team effort- 
type sports were encouraged over individual 
effort sports, so that the children learn to 
work for their group rather than for their 
own personal glory. This is why relay races 
and tug -of-war games are so prominent in 
day care centers, she said. And so we 
wandered outside to watch the children 

in one of these mighty tug-of-wars. After 
about five minutes of grunting and pulling one 
side won. Suddenly all of the children started 
yelling something in unison. We asked the guides 
what they were saying. He said that it was a 
common Chinese slogan, "Friendship first, 
competition second. " 

While we were in China we discovered a differ¬ 
ent kind of educational system. It is not perfect 
and still has problems; overcrowding, lack of 
facilities and teachers, etc. However, this is 
a new kind of educational system, one founded 
on cooperation not competition, on the belief 
that people can be motivated to learn, not 
threatened, and most importantly, one that 
was created by students themselves. Many 
teachers, party members, and even Chairman 
Mao himself contributed to the students 1 rebel¬ 
lion, but in the end it was the students them¬ 
selves who initiated and carried forth the new 
school system which bases itself on, "Friend¬ 
ship first, competition second. " 







DRU6S 

Every year, drug companies spend 
twice as much to advertise their new drugs 
as they do researching them ($4 1/4 mil¬ 
lion), and every year millions of unsus¬ 
pecting citizens (and thoses who use drugs 
illegally) w ind up in hospitals because of 
these, ’great new breakthroughs in med¬ 
icine. ’ QUAALUDES and the like are just 
such a drug. Promoted as completely 
’safe and non-addictive, ’ it received a 
’fun aspirin’ image. This drug has been 
in use and is recognized as ADDICTIVE in 
other countries for a number of years, 

(Half of the drug addicts in Japan from 
1963 to 1967 were Methaqualone addicts!) 
but when the Rorer drug firm introduced 
the American brand in 1965 this startling- 
evidence was overlooked. 

Marketed as a non-barbiturate, 
hypnotic-sedative drug, doctors prescribe 
it as a sleeping pill or tranquilizer. It 
relaxes the user to the point where walk¬ 
ing straight and talking becomes a chore. 
After a while it makes you nod out. 

The current heavy street use has 
shown it to be psychologically andPHYSI^ 
CALLY ADDICTING. Prolonged use 
builds a physical tolerance and heavy 
withdrawal symptoms are evident when 
use is discontinued. They have a lot in 
common with their downer brothers and 
can even be more dangerous in many 
respects. Unlike hard narcotics, the 
amount of this garbage needed for an 
overdose does not increase with the user f s 
tolerance, so eventually heavy users will 
OD before they get off. Like barbs, Qua- 
aliudes are potentiated by alcohol (mixing 


CRISIS TREATMENT 
( or what to do until - ) 

If the person is responsive and you 
think they swallowed the drug, induce them 
to vomiting by inserting your finger down 
their throat or make them drink warm 
soapy water. I t is very dangerous to 
induce vomitingin a person on the edge of 
unconsciousness because they may choke 
to death on their own vomit ( like Jimi 
Hendrix) and inhale vomit into their lungs! 
BE SURE THEY ARE AWAKE AND 
RESPONSIVE ! The main idea is to keep 
the person awake, warm and moving with¬ 
out getting physical (don T t slap or shake 
them hard); if you can’t wake them up get 
medical help FAST!! And above all, 
DON’T ADMINISTER AMPHETAMINES 
TO COUNTER BARBITURATES!! ! ! ! ! 

Prepared through research by VVAW/WSO 



I remember all thoses thousands of hours 
That I spent in grade school, 
watching the clock, 
waiting for recess, 
or lunch, 

waiting for anything out of school, 

My teacher could have easily ridden with 
Jesse James 


They were contented in their grass temples 
They were pleased with their fields of rice 
hoeing and growing so nice. 

They loved life, no strife entered their life 
Guarded by grass jungles their watch ticking 
way of life was fine. 
















ouc getting physical (don't slap or shake 
them hard); if you can't wake them up get 
medical help FAST!! And above all, 
DON'T ADMINISTER AMPHETAMINES 
TO COUNTER BARBITURATES!!! !! ! 

Prepared through research by VVAW/WSO 
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the American brand in 1965 this startling 
evidence was overlooked. 

Marketed as a non-barbiturate, 
hypnotic-sedative drug, doctors prescribe 
it as a sleeping pill or tranquilizer. It 
relaxes the user to the point where walk¬ 
ing straight and talking becomes a chore. 
After a while it makes you nod out. 

The current heavy street use has 
shown it to be psychologically andPHYSI^ 
CALLY ADDICTING. Prolonged use 
builds a physical tolerance and heavy 
withdrawal symptoms are evident when 
use is discontinued. They have a lot in 
common with their downer brothers and 
can even be more dangerous in many 
respects. Unlike hard narcotics, the 
amount of this garbage needed for an 
overdose does not increase with the user’s 
tolerance, so eventually heavy users will 
OD before they get off. Like barbs, Qua- 
ali(udes are potentiated by alcohol (mixing 
booze and Quaaludes will result in an un¬ 
predictable combination of problems.). 

Most deaths are a result of drug over¬ 
doses mixed with alcohol. Like barbs, 
withdrawal from a run on Quaaludes can 
be deadly and should not be attempted 
without medical help. Heroin withdrawal 
involves heavy cramps and a sickness, 

like the world’s worst case of the flu; 
barbs and Quaaludes go a step further by 
adding potentially fatal convulsions! 
Withdrawal signs are headaches and severe 
cramps, followed by convulsions and sto¬ 
mach hemorrhaging for 3 to 5 days after 
discontinuing usage. Other signs are: 
dizziness, hangover, restlessness, anxiety, 
dry mouth, loss of appetite, nausea, vom¬ 
iting, diarrhea, sweating, skin erruption, 
rashes, and burning sensations. 

If some of these symptoms occur 
there’s nothing you can do about it, except 
STOP TAKING THE DRUG. 

If you, or someone you know has 
ODed on Quaaludes the best thing you can 
do is get the subject to the hospital with 
emergency facilities. Trying to keep 
someone ’’out of trouble” by handling an 


I remember all thoses thousands of hours 
That I spent in grade school, 
watching the clock, 
waiting for recess, 
or lunch, 

waiting for anything out of school, 

My teacher could have easily ridden with 
Jesse James 

For all the time she stole from me. 

-Richard Bratigan 



School = Prison 

(what a topic for a poem, 
but I think I’ll write it anyway) 

GUSTAVE A. FRICHE JR. HIGH SCHOOL 
it is just like a prison because you are 
forced to go there, 

When you are TRUANT or ABSENT from 


They were contented in their grass temples 

They were pleased with their fields of rice 
hoeing and growing so nice. 

They loved life, no strife entered their life 

Guarded by grass jungles their watch ticking 
way of life was fine. 

Vietnam people can you forgive us for busting 
up your life and ripping it to shreds 

Vietnam people can you forget us, I know its 
hard, 

When you see your homes and yards go. 

Vietnam people so not wish us harsh, we thought 

what you needed was your freedom, sorry we 
nearly bled you to death. 

Vietnam people, your villages destroyed by our 
war toys. 

Vietnam people don’t cry too many have died, 

I feel that I should have died, not you. 

Vietnam people pleading, bleeding, trying to sow 
your peaceful seeds, but we didn’t believe. 

They were contented in their grass temples 

They were pleased with their fields of rice 

Hoeing and growing so nice. 

They loved life, no strife entered their life. 

Guarded by green jungles their watch ticking 
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involves heavy cramps and a sickness, 

like the world’s worst case of the flu; 
barbs and Quaaludes go a step further by 
adding potentially fatal convulsions! 
Withdrawal signs are headaches and severe 
cramps, follaved by convulsions and sto¬ 
mach hemorrhaging for 3 to 5 days after 
discontinuing usage. Other signs are: 
dizziness, hangover, restlessness, anxiety, 
dry mouth, loss of appetite, nausea, vom¬ 
iting, diarrhea, sweating, skin erruption, 
rashes, and burning sensations. 

If some of these symptoms occur 
there’s m thing you can do about it, except 
STOP TAKING THE DRUG. 

If you, or someone you know has 
ODed on Quaaludes the best thing you can 
do is get the subject to the hospital with 
emergency facilities. Trying to keep 
someone TT out of trouble” by handling an 
overdose by yourself may result in their 
death. 

Death from almost any downer OD 
occurs after the person lapses into a 
coma. Symptoms of a Quaalude OD are 
different from other barbs in that they 
Ban produce a near comatose (coma like) 
state without interfering greatly with 
pulse and pain responses. The person 
can be revived momentarily, but is very 
likely to slip back into coma if not 
watched carefully* 
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School = Prison 

(what a topic for a poem, 
but I think I’ll write it anyway) 

GUSTAVE A. FRICHE JR. HIGH SCHOOL 
it is just like a prison because you are 
forced to go there, 

When you are TRUANT or ABSENT from 
a class or classes, 

You are summoned to the principal’s 
(warden’s ) office, 

Then you are told to stand in a line and 
wait for some guy named Mr. Manly, 
When he will see you he looks at a big 

list. 

If it says ABSENT 4th Hour, he says, 

"Did you take a double lunch?” 

You say, "Yes„ " 

He says like from Alice’s Restaurant, 
and I quote, 

"Kid I want you to go sit on that bench 
over there that says group W. ” 

He says, and I quote, 

"Kid I want you to go stand in that 
line over there that says TRUANT. " 
Then you stand there for a while and 
you are told you have a D. T. in room 
119. 

You walk out and as soon as you get out 
of sight, 

You rip it up and 
Don’t Go. 


Vietnam people so not wish us harsh, we thought 

what you needed was your freedom, sorry we 
nearly bled you to death. 

Vietnam people, your villages destroyed by our 
war toys. 

Vietnam people don’t cry too many have died, 

I feel that I should have died, not you. 

Vietnam people pleading, bleeding, trying to sow 
your peaceful seeds, but we didn’t believe. 

They were contented in their grass temples 

They were pleased with their fields of rice 

Hoeing and growing so nice. 

They loved life, no strife entered their life. 

Guarded by green jungles their watch ticking 
way of life was fine. 

-Joe McGrortv 
high school student 

*The Red Pencil will gladly accept any poetry 
readers would like to contribute 
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